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in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 2, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the United States Air Force
Operating Location Near Groom
Lake, Nevada
January 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 25, 1998, I issued Presidential
Determination No. 98–36 (copy attached)
and thereby exercised the authority to grant
certain exemptions under section 6001(a) of
the Act.

Presidential Determination No. 98–36 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s operat-
ing location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from
any Federal, State, interstate, or local hazard-
ous or solid waste laws that might require
the disclosure of classified information con-
cerning that operating location to unauthor-
ized persons. Information concerning activi-
ties at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified, and its disclosure would be harm-
ful to national security. Continued protection
of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons.
The determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any
requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake
except those provisions, if any, that would

require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 23
The President declared a major disaster in

Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
high winds on January 21 and continuing.

January 24
In the morning, the President traveled to

Little Rock, AR, to inspect tornado damage
in the surrounding areas. In the afternoon,
he traveled to Beebe, AR, where he in-
spected tornado damage there.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

January 25
The President declared a major disaster in

Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe winter storms, ice,
and freezing rain on December 22–26, 1998.

January 26
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to St. Louis, MO. In the
evening, they returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Rudy de Leon as a member of the
National Partnership Council.

January 27
In the afternoon, the President met with

President-elect Hugo Chavez of Venezuela
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